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WE CLAIM: 



1. A skin care compound comgrisii^ bonding agent and at least one 
characteristic use agent, wherein said bonding ag^nt is selected from the group consisting of 

fonyl thiol esters, sorbyl thiol esters, mi^Vnmures thereof, and wherein said characteristic use 
agent is a chemical moi ety selected fron/ he group consisting of emollients and skin soothing 
agents, moisturizers, sunscreens, insecticides, antibacterials, fungicides, skin lightening agents, 
artificial tanning agents, free-radical scavengers, antivirals, anti-acne agents, artificial tanning 
agents, anti wrinkle and anti-s^m atrophy agents, antioxidants, and mixtures thereof. 

2. A skin cj/e compound according to ClaimQ^wherein said bonding agent is 
selected from the group consisting of crotonyl thiol esters, sorbyl thiol esters, and mixtures 
thereof; and wherem said characteristic use agent is selected from the group consisting of 
emollients and skin soothing agents, moisturizers, sunscreens, insecticides, antibacterials, 
fungicides, skin lightening agents, artificial tanning agents, free-radical scavengers, antivirals, 
anti-acne agents, artificial tanning agents, anti wrinkle and anti-skin atrophy agents, antioxidants, 
and mixtures thereof. 



^3. A skin care compound according to Claim 1 wherein said skin care compound is 
characterized by the formula 

O 



CH 3 (CH=CH) y C-s4x 




/herein 



y is 1 or 2; and 

X is the characteristic use agent. 
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24 A skin care compound according to Claim 1 wherein said skin care compound is 
characterizea by the formula 

O O 
II II 
CH 3 (CH==CH) y C-S-X-S— C(CH=CH) y CH 3 

wherein 

each y is independently 1 or 2; and 
X is the characteristic use agent. 

5. A skin care composition comprising: a cosmetically acceptable carrier; and a skin 
care compound comprising at least one bonding agent and at least one characteristic use agent, 
wherein said bonding agent is selected from the group consisting of crotonyl thiol esto^jojb.yL^. 
thi ol ester s, and mixtures thereof, and wherein said characteristic use agent is a chemical moiety 
selected from the group consisting of emollients and skin soothing agents, moisturizers, 
sunscreens, insecticides, antibacterials, fungicides, skin lightening agents, artificial tanning 
agents, free-radical scavengers, antivirals, anti-acne agents, artificial tanning agents, anti wrinkle 
and anti-skin atrophy agents, antioxidants, and mixtures thereof. 

6. A skin care composition according to Claim 5 wherein said bonding agent is 
selected from the group consisting of QrotonyJLt hjpl esters, sorbyl thiol esters, and mixtures 
thereof; and wherein said characteristic use agent is selected from the group consisting of 
emollients and skin soothing agents, moisturizers, sunscreens, insecticides, antibacterials, 
fungicides, skin lightening agents, artificial tanning agents, free-radical scavengers, antivirals, 
anti-acne agents, artificial tanning agents, anti wrinkle and anti-skin atrophy agents, antioxidants, 
and mixtures thereof. 
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7. A skin care composition according to Claim 5 wherein said skin care compound is 
characterized by the formula 

O 
II 

CH 3 (CH=CH) y C-S-X 

wherein 

y is 1 or 2; and 

X is the characteristic use agent. 

8. A skin care composition according to Claim 5 wherein said skin care compound is 
characterized by the formula 

O O 
II II 
CH 3 (CH==CH) y C-S-X-S— C(CH=CH) y CH 3 

wherein 

each y is independently 1 or 2; and 
X is the characteristic use agent. 

9. A skin care composition according to Claim 5 further comprising a catalytic 
amount of base. 

10. A skin care composition according to Claim 9, wherein said base is selected from 
the group consisting of aliphatic, heterocyclic and aromatic amines, imines, salts of organic and 
inorganic acids, and mixtures thereof. 
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11. A skin care composition according to Claim 10 wherein said base is selected from 
the group consisting of l,5-diazabicyclo[4.3.0]non-5-ene, bicarbonate, carbonate, 
triethanolamine, phosphate, and mixtures thereof. 

12. A method of conferring a skin care benefit by applying to mammalian skin a skin 
care compound comprising at least one bonding agent and at least one characteristic use agent, 
wherein said bonding agent is selected from the group consisting of crotonyl thiol esters, sorbyl 
thiol esters, and mixtures thereof; and wherein said characteristic use agent is selected from the 
group consisting of emollients and skin soothing agents, moisturizers, sunscreens, insecticides, 
antibacterials, fungicides, skin soothing agents, skin lightening agents, artificial tanning agents, 
free-radical scavengers, antivirals, anti-acne agents, artificial tanning agents, anti wrinkle and 
anti-skin atrophy agents, antioxidants, and mixtures thereof. 

13. A method according to Claim 12 wherein said skin care compound is selected 
from the group consisting of 

O 
II 

CH 3 (CH=CH) y C-S-X 

O O 
II II 
CH 3 (CH=CH) y C-S-X~S— C(CH=CH) y CH 3 

and mixtures thereof; 
wherein 

each y is independently 1 or 2; and 
X is the characteristic use agent. 




